THE THREAT OF INVASION BY SEA
been entrusted to the Junkers 52, the troop-carrying
aeroplanes, really converted air liners, which had
played a most important role in the conquest of
Norway in April. Actually the stage was never
reached at which the possibility of using the
Junkers 52*3 against Britain should have emerged;
but that it was intended to use them, for the pur-
pose, for instance, of seizing our aerodromes, para-
chute troops being also dropped, there is little
doubt, though the main invasion would have been
by sea. Another object of the air attacks was the
interruption of communications between London
and the coast, and the creation of a state of chaos
and confusion in which re-inforcement of the
coastal defences would have been immensely diffi-
cult. Our ability to beat back the attack on our
shores would have been impaired if the mobility of
our forces had been reduced as a result of the air
attacks; as in Belgium and northern France, the
crowding of refugees along the roads would have
thrown our whole military machinery out of gear
and enabled the invading troops to sweep through
at a number of points. We were saved from any such
catastrophe by the victories of the Royal Air Force
over the Luftwaffe.
The invasion which there is reason to believe was
planned for mid-September may have been .a post-
ponement of one which it was originally intended
to launch in mid-August. There were current re-
ports of preparations being made for an attempt
against our shores at the earlier date. It is signifi-
cant, too, that the two great efforts made by the
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